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ADDRESS  LIST 

The  Secretary  of  the  College  is  preparing  a  list  of  the 
addresses  of  alumni  and  non-graduate  students  of  the 
College  which  will  be  published  in  connection  with  the 
next  Alumni  bulletin.  If  every  such  man  who  receives 
a  copy  of  this  bulletin  will  send  a  postal  card  to  the 
undersigned  with  his  correct  address,  he  will  be  helping 
materially  in  the  work  of  preparing  such  list.  Do  not 
postpone  it,  but  do  it  now.  Do  not  think  that  the 
omission  of  your  name  will  be  unimportant.  We  want 
to  make  this  list  complete  and  correct. 

Arthur  A.  Bacon, 

Hobart  College, 

Geneva,  N.  Y. 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Hobart  College: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: 
The  report  which  I  now  have  the  honor  of  presenting 
opens  a  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  Hobart  College. 
The  fullness  of  that  chapter,  the  achievements  and  the 
successes  it  is  to  record,  will  depend  upon  no  lucky  wind- 
fall from  without  or  accidental  fancy  from  within  but 
upon  the  united  labors  and  unflagging  enthusiasm  of  all 
the  sons  of  Hobart.  No  institution  deserves  perpetuation 
which  does  not  satisfy  a  real  need  and  no  organism  can 
hope  to  survive  which  has  not  life  in  all  its  members.  A 
College  is  a  complex  body  with  many  organs — Alumni 
and  Trustees,  Faculty  and  Students.  It  passes  through 
various  vicissitudes  of  internal  metabolism  and  external 
environment.  To  maintain  its  existence  and  to  continue 
its  efficiency  it  must  adjust  itself  to  actual  conditions  and 
function  with  a  will.  During  the  past  few  years  this 
process  of  adjustment  has  been  going  on  at  Geneva  and 
with  the  result  that  we  are  now  able,  so  far  as  our  curri- 
culum is  concerned,  to  meet  the  main  educational  require- 
ments of  our  day.  The  chief  benefits  which  the  benefi- 
cence of  Mr.  William  Smith  has  conferred  upon  Hobart 
College  have  been  the  enlargement  of  its  intellectual 
equipment  or  its  Faculty  and  the  addition  of  important 
laboratories.  To  him  we  owe  not  only  a  fine  Science  Hall 
in  which  are  found  modern  psychological  and  biological 
workshops,  together  with  a  good  museum,  but  also  Chairs 
of  Experimental  Psychology,  Biology,  the  Romance 
Languages,     and    Political     Economy.     Such    are    the 
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invaluable  advantages  which  the  students  of  Hobart 
College  enjoy  as  a  consequence  of  Mr.  Smith's  generosity. 

But  Mr.  Smith  has  also  enlarged  the  scope  and  useful- 
ness of  the  institution  we  represent  by  founding  and 
endowing  the  William  Smith  College  for  Women.  On 
Saturday,  the  nineteenth  of  September  last  past,  this  Col- 
lege was  formally  opened  with  appropriate  exercises  in 
Coxe  Hall.  Addresses  were  made  by  the  Honorable 
Arthur  P.  Rose,  M.A.,  '62,  for  the  Alumni,  Mrs.  Anna  B. 
Comstock  for  the  Trustees,  Honorable  Augustus  S. 
Downing,  LL.D.,  for  the  State  Department  of  Education 
and  Dean  Milton  H.  Turk,  Ph.D.,  for  the  Faculty.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  exercises  Smith  Hall  was  opened  for 
inspection  and  in  the  evening  a  reception  was  given  by 
the  President  and  his  wife  at  Blackwell  House,  the  first 
dormitory  of  the  William  Smith  College.  Twenty-two 
young  women  constituted  the  Freshman  class  and  up  to 
the  present  writing  the  new  institution  has  been  running 
smoothly  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  A 
supplemental  account  of  its  affairs  will  be  found  in  the 
brief  statement  of  Dean  Turk  appended  to  this  report. 

Of  the  financial  details  of  William  Smith  College  it  is 
far  too  early  in  the  day  to  give  any  accurate  or  minute 
account.  On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  said  in  general 
and  with  a  high  degree  of  certainty  that  the  second 
dormitory,  for  which  plans  have  already  been  drawn  and 
estimates  made,  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $35,000 
and  that,  after  this  building  has  been  erected  and 
equipped,  there  will  remain  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  as  a  permanent  Endowment  Fund. 

It  is  well,  however,  in  this  connection  for  the  Trustees 
to  recognize  that  the  plan  of  coordinate  education  necessi- 
tates a  larger  expenditure  of  money  than  does  the  coedti- 
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cational  system.  Coordinate  education  means  among 
other  things  the  instruction  of  men  and  women  in  separate 
classes  or  divisions  and  this,  because  of  the  increased 
number  of  lecture  or  recitation  hours  involved,  demands 
either  additional  work  upon  the  part  of  the  existing  staff 
of  teachers  or  else  an  ampler  corps  of  professors  and 
instructors  or  both.  If  professors  are  expected  to  teach 
fourteen  or  fifteen  hours  a  week  instead  of  twelve  they 
must  of  course  receive  an  adequate  increment  of  compen- 
sation and  if  the  Faculty  is  enlarged  this  also  means 
additional  expense.  On  the  other  hand  and  as  an  offset 
to  the  facts  just  mentioned  it  should  also  be  stated  that 
the  coordinate  education  of  men  and  women  by  the  same 
body  of  Professors,  as  is  now  the  case  at  Hobart,  is  a  far 
cheaper  plan  of  administration  than  that  of  instruction 
by  two  separate  and  distinct  faculties.  A  further  aspect 
of  our  undertaking,  which  is  of  an  encouraging  nature,  is 
the  general  belief  that  we  shall  find  no  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing women  students  who  will  pay  their  own  way.  We 
have  no  scholarships  in  the  William  Smith  College  and 
we  may  confidently  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
receipts  for  board  and  lodging  in  the  dormitories  will 
cover  the  expense  of  running  them  and  when  the  revenue 
from  term  bills  will  be  an  asset  of  appreciable  value.  As 
a  summary  then  of  what  has  just  been  said  and  to  conclude 
this  section  of  my  report,  the  William  Smith  gift  has 
benefited  us  in  three  important  respects.  It  has  pro- 
vided us  first  of  all  and  for  all  time  with  a  larger  Faculty 
and  a  more  adequate  equipment;  it  has  enlarged  the 
scope  of  the  College  and  made  of  it,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  public  an  institution  of  greater  consequence ;  and  it 
has  contributed  some  two  or  three  thousand  dollars 
toward  the  decrease  of  our  normal  deficit.      Nevertheless 
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this  deficit,  which  but  for  the  subscriptions  made  during 
the  past  four  years  by  friends  and  Alumni,  we  should 
have  been  compelled  to  report,  still  remains;  and 
although  somewhat  decreased  in  amount  by  Mr.  Smith's 
bounty  it  will  again  reappear  at  a  figure  of  from  five  to 
six  thousand  dollars  as  soon  as  these  subscriptions  cease. 
The  William  Smith  gift  has  therefore  not  released  us  from 
the  necessity  of  securing  for  Hobart  College  a  proper 
Endowment,  and  it  is  this  subject  of  endowment  to 
which  I  shall  return  after  having  reported  progress  on  the 
Gymnasium  and  enumerated  the  benefactions  of  the  year 
together  with  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Faculty. 

THE  FACULTY 

Speaking  first  of  the  Faculty  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
during  the  past  twelve  months  we  have  lost  but  one 
member  of  our  staff.  Owing  to  the  death  of  his  father 
and  the  family  obligations  it  imposed  upon  him,  Robert 
Thomas  Stokes,  A.B.,  Instructor  in  Chemistry,  was  com- 
pelled to  resign  his  position.  His  place  has  been  taken 
by  Mr.  Ernest  W.  Dean,  A.B.  of  Clark  College,  who,  after 
having  his  appointment  duly  confirmed  by  the  Executive 
Board,  has  performed  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
President  and  of  the  Head  of  his  Department. 

The  additions  to  the  Faculty  have  been  significant 
ones.  They  indicate  a  turning  point  in  the  fortunes  of 
the  College  and  show  that  we  are  now  prepared,  with  the 
exception  of  Geology  and  Physical  Training,  to  give 
instruction  in  every  branch  of  legitimate  College  work. 
The  new  Chair  of  Biology  is  occupied  by  Professor  Elon 
Howard  Baton,  A.  B.,  A.  M.,of  Rochester,  that  of  Psy- 
chology  and  Mathematics  by  Professor  Foster  Partridge 
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Boswell,  A.  B.,  of  Hobart,  and  A.  M.  and  Ph.D., of  Har- 
vard, and  that  of  Political  Economy  and  Sociology  by 
Professor  James  M.  Williams,  A.B.,  and  Ph.D.,  of  Colum- 
bia. Over  and  above  these  the  Department  of  Modern 
Languages  has  been  reinforced  by  the  appointment  of 
Instructor  Stoddard  Stevens  More,  A.B.,  of  Michigan. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  from  these  announcements  that  the 
largest  gaps  in  our  College  Faculty  have  at  last  been 
filled  and  that  the  service  rendered  Hobart  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  In  the  enlarge- 
ment of  equipment  and  curriculum  which  his  benefactions 
have  accomplished  the  College  has  been  strengthened  and 
invigorated  at  the  very  heart  of  its  being  and  rendered  fit 
to  pulse  the  good  red  blood  of  intellectual  nourishment 
and  inspiration  with  greater  force  than  ever  before  and 
through  wider  areas. 

THE  GYMNASIUM 
Turning  now  to  the  Gymnasium  I  am  rejoiced  to 
inform  the  Board  that  the  building  for  which  the  Hobart 
College  Student  has  hungered  and  thirsted  for  so  many 
years  is  at  last  nearing  its  completion,  and  it  ought  to  be 
finished  and  furnished  in  every  detail  by  the  first  of  April. 
Including  the  interest  on  the  money  subscribed,  we  have 
already  received  the  sum  of  $38,627.60  toward  the  ex- 
pense of  its  erection  and  $250.00  more  will  be  forthcoming 
on  the  day  it  is  ready  for  use,  a  total  of  $38,877.60. 
Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  material  and  construction 
since  we  first  believed  ourselves  assured  of  sufficient 
funds  to  complete  our  task,we  still  stand  in  need  of  a  little 
more  than  $6,000.00  with  which  to  pay  for  the  Gym- 
nasium in  full  and  to  provide  its  necessary  equipment. 
The  President  has  hopes  that  this  money  can  soon  be 
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obtained  but,  whether  or  no  and  in  any  case,  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  College  are  to  be  cordially  felicitated  upon 
being  finally  in  possession  of  a  handsome  and  thoroughly 
modern  Gymnasium. 

GIFTS  AND   DONATIONS 

Through  the  continued  kindness  of  Mr.  William  Smith 
of  Geneva,  three  good  collections,  one  of  corals,  another  of 
shells,  and  a  third  of  one  hundred  mounted  birds,  mostly 
of  foreign  species,  have  been  placed  in  William  Smith 
Hall.  Each  collection  is  contained  in  a  handsome  oak 
case  and  together  they  constitute  a  valuable  addition  to 
our  Museum.  Following  Mr.  Smith's  example,  Mr. 
Charles  J.  Hampton  of  Waterloo  has  presented  to  the 
College  two  beautiful  birds  of  great  rarity  in  this  district, 
an  indication  that  the  unearthing  of  our  Museum  from 
the  darkness  and  uselessness  in  which  it  has  so  long  been 
lying  and  the  establishment  of  it  in  William  Smith  Hall, 
wrhere  it  may  be  utilized  by  the  students  and  seen  of  all, 
has  already  begun  to  excite  interest  and  to  produce  good 
results.  Professor  Eaton  too,  whom  I  shall  ask  you  to 
appoint  Curator  of  the  Museum,  has  enriched  our  collec- 
tion with  a  number  of  zoological  specimens  of  great 
beauty  and  is  working  with  assiduity  and  enthusiasm  to 
make  of  the  Museum  an  ornament  and  credit  to  the 
College. 

Mr.  William  Smith  has  shown  yet  further  his  persistent 
interest  in  the  College  by  donations  of  money.  Over  and 
above  the  $470,000.00  with  which  he  originally  endowed 
us  he  has  within  the  last  six  months  contributed  $5400.00 
for  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Professor  of  Political 
Economy  and  Sociology  for  the  next  four  years  and  has 
added  to  this  the  sum  of  $204.00  more  for  the  purchase  of 
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books  required  in  this  new  department.  Besides  these 
donations  of  Mr.  Smith  the  Alumni  and  friends  of  Hobart 
have  subscribed  $4201.00  toward  the  current  yearly 
expenses  and  two  weeks  ago  Mr.  William  Alexander 
Smith  of  New  York  City,  a  grand-nephew  of  Bishop 
Hobart,  contributed  $1000.00  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 
The  aggregate  of  contributions  in  money  since  the 
presentation  of  my  last  report  is  thus  seen  to  amount  to 
$10,805.00. 

THE  ENDOWMENT  FUND 

The  mention  of  gifts  and  donations  brings  us  by  natural 
transition  to  the  grave  and  all  important  subject  of  the 
Endowment  Fund.  This  subject,  moreover,  presses 
itself  upon  us  with  exceptional  weight  at  the  present 
moment  because  the  next  few  months  will  see  the  retire- 
ment of  the  five  year  pledges  of  the  Alumni  and  friends 
of  the  College.  For  the  four  years  and  a  quarter  during 
which  these  pledges  have  been  running  they  have  realized 
the  sum  of  $18,343.00,  or  about  $4300.00  a  year.  They 
were  inaugurated  with  the  double  purpose  of  furnishing 
the  necessary  means  for  current  expenses  and  the  equally 
necessary  opportunity  for  increasing  the  Endowment 
Fund.  The  first  of  these  purposes  has  been  achieved 
and  the  President  is  glad  to  report  that  during  the  five 
years  and  a  half  of  his  administration  the  Endowment 
Fund  of  the  old  Hobart  has  not  been  depleted.  But  if  it 
is  true  that  the  endowment  fund  has  not  been  diminished 
during  this  period  neither  has  it  been  increased,  and  now 
that  the  expiration  of  Alumni  pledges  is  at  hand  we  are 
once  more  confronted  with  the  crying  need  for  endow- 
ment. In  his  reports  to  the  Trustees  the  President  has 
given'yearly  warning  of  the  approach  of  this  fateful  day. 
He  has  suggested  various  expedients  by  which  individuals 
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might  be  induced  to  add  to  our  endowment  and  has 
asked  for  the  formation  of  Committees  to  put  these  sug- 
gestions into  practice ;  but  suggestions  and  warnings  alike 
have  failed  of  effect  and  have  produced  no  tangible 
results.  In  the  lingo  of  current  slang  we  are,  therefore, 
once  more  "up  against  it"  and  the  question  "What  are 
we  going  to  do  about  it?"  again  presents  itself. 

In  answer  to  this  question  I  may  say  for  my  own  part 
that  to  meet  impending  difficulties,  I  intend  to  make  a 
fresh  appeal  to  the  Alumni  and  ask  them  to  renew  their 
subscriptions ;  but  even  if  they  respond,  as  many  of  them 
no  doubt  will,  the  need  for  taking  immediate  and  deter- 
mined steps  to  secure  a  permanent  endowment  fund  is 
not  one  whit  emasculated  or  deferred.  We  cannot  go  on 
forever  pleading  with  the  Alumni  just  to  keep  our  heads 
above  water.  They  have  given  generously  in  the  past 
and  they  will  do  so  again  but  they  not  unnaturally  wish 
to  behold  abiding  benefits  and  not  mere  fleeting  succor 
as  the  fruit  of  their  self  sacrificing  efforts.  In  like  manner 
we  dare  not  sit  idly  down  and  cherish  the  illusory  hope 
of  salvation  by  inheritance.  The  dangers  to  which  those 
who  wait  for  dead  men's  shoes  are  exposed,  are  patent  and 
proverbial.  Not  only  is  it  possible  that  the  anticipated 
inheritance  may  never  come  at  all,  for  men  prefer  to  leave 
their  money  to  institutions  which  give  evidence  of  vigor, 
but  even  if  it  should  by  any  chance  fall  sometime  from 
the  skies  it  would  be  likely  to  be  mortgaged  or  in  great 
part  devoured  by  the  post-obits  already  contracted.  In 
the  judgment  of  the  President  there  remains  but  one 
thing  to  be  done  and  that  is  for  the  Trustees,  Alumni,  and 
Friends  of  the  College  to  make  an  immediate  and  resolute 
effort  to  obtain  an  endowment  fund. 

And  surely  there  never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the 
College  when  such  an  effort  could  be  initiated  with  better 
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hopes  of  success  than  now,  neither  has  there  ever  been  a 
time  when  the  reasons  for  such  an  effort  were  more 
cogent  in  character  or  likely  to  be  hearkened  to  with 
readier  conviction  and  profit.  The  Hobart  of  today  has 
given  earnest  of  virility  and  growth.  She  has  augmented 
her  Faculty,' enlarged  her  equipment  and  almost  doubled 
in  the  past  five  years  the  value  of  her  property  and  vested 
funds.  Her  Alumni  and  undergraduates  are  awake  and 
united  as  in  no  previous  period  of  her  history  and  stand 
ready  to  be  aroused  to  genuine  enthusiasm  if  but  this 
Board  will  give  them  the  words  of  inspiration  and  the 
deeds  of  example. 

In  the  very  lustiness  of  her  new  life  the  College  is 
clamorous  with  needs,  and  they  are  both  harbingers  of 
hope  and  added  reasons  for  activity.  The  new  Gym- 
nasium brings  with  it  the  call  for  a  competent  Physical 
Instructor,  and  the  new  times,  with  their  added  expenses 
and  heightened  cost  of  living,  the  demand  for  better 
salaries  and  ampler  income.  The  Alumni  of  the  West 
have  promised  the  President  $500  toward  the  salary 
of  a  Physical  Instructor  for  one  year  but  it  is  evident  that 
to  pay  such  an  instructor  the  remuneration  he  will  ask 
we  must  either  be  prepared  to  endow  his  department  or 
have  the  means  at  our  command  to  give  him  twelve  or 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  annually.  The  Professors  are 
ready  to  take  on  more  work  but  this  they  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  do  without  some  increase  in  their  compensa- 
tion. Even  without  any  extension  of  recitation  hours 
the  salary  of  a  full  professor  at  Hobart  College  should  not 
be  less  than  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  Then,  too,  the 
chemical  laboratory  requires  enlargement  and  the 
physical  laboratory  the  completion  of  its  electrical 
equipment,   while   the   general  upkeep   of  grounds  and 
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buildings  involves  an  outlay  which  bulks  more  largely 
every  year. 

Now  such  needs  I  repeat  are  not  grounds  for  despon- 
dency but  rather  of  encouragement,  for  they  are  the 
indisputable  evidences  of  life.  They  must  notwith- 
standing be  met  and  satisfied  if  this  life  is  to  continue,  and 
the  time  has  therefore  arrived  when  all  those  who  have 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  College  at  heart  must 
unite  in  a  wise,  persistent  and  strenuous  endeavor  to 
secure  for  her  a  proper  endowment.  The  amount  we 
should  aim  at  obtaining  is  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
($500,000.00),  no  very  large  sum  either  in  this  day  of 
colossal  fortunes  and  philanthropies.  We  shall  not  need 
it  all  at  once  of  course,  but  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  of  it  within  the  next  three  years  will  not  do 
more  than  give  us  interest  enough  to  meet  expenses  and 
escape  a  deficit. 

The  task  of  raising  this  money  should  be  begun  without 
delay  and  plans  for  doing  it  discussed  and  outlined  here 
this  morning.  An  object  of  such  magnitude  cannot  be 
expected  to  saunter  in  upon  us  by  chance,  neither  can  the 
work  of  realizing  it  be  delegated  to  a  single  individual. 
There  is  but  one  road,  therefore,  which  will  lead  to  success 
and  it  is  that  which  should  be  cut  through  to  our  goal  by 
the  zeal  and  labour  of  all  Hobart  men. 

In  an  invitation  which  I  have  just  received  from  the 
Senate  and  Rector  of  the  University  of  Geneva  are  found 
these  words,  "Si  notre  Ecole  a  pu,  parmi  tant  d'autres 
plus  anciennes  ou  plus  illustres,  conserver  un  rang 
honorable,  elle  le  doit  non  seulement  aux  efforts  pers£- 
v  rants  des  maitres  qui  y  ont  enseign6,  mais  aussi  au 
patriotisme  dclaire'  qui  a  toujours  anime  les  citoyens  de 
notre  Republic  et  aux  institutions  qu'ils  se  sont  librement 
donn6es;M    "If  our  School  has  been  able  among  so  many 
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others  more  ancient  and  illustrious  than  herself  to  pre- 
serve an  honorable  position,  it  is  due  not  only  to  the 
untiring  efforts  of  the  Professors  who  have  taught  there, 
but  also  to  the  enlightened  patriotism  which  has  always 
inspired  the  citizens  of  our  Republic  and  to  the  institu- 
tions which  they  have  so  liberally  and  freely  endowed." 
In  these  significant  words,  so  full  of  suggestion  for  the 
authorities  and  sons  of  Hobart  College,  we  learn  that  the 
growth  and  influence  of  our  sister  College  in  the  Swiss 
Geneva  have  been  attributable  not  merely  to  the  intelli- 
gent labors  of  the  Faculty  but  also  to  that  spirit  of  loyalty 
and  liberality  toward  the  University  which  has  always 
animated  the  citizens  of  the  Republic  and  led  them  to 
freely  endow  it. 

Now  the  Trustees  and  the  Alumni  of  Hobart  are  her 
citizens  and  sons.  Without  their  aid  and  enthusiasm  the 
President  and  Faculty  are  wellnigh  powerless  for  good. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  citizens  of  our  little  Republic 
rally  unitedly  to  our  support,  we  may  confidently  look 
forward  to  the  fruition  of  those  bright  hopes  entertained 
by  our  forefathers  and  to  the  achievement  of  those  high 
aims  of  education  cherished  by  ourselves.  The  demand 
which  knocks  at  the  door  of  our  hearts  today  is  therefore 
that  for  the  strong  and  loyal  cooperation  of  all  the  citi- 
zens of  Hobart  in  efforts  for  her  liberal  endowment  with 
the  necessities  of  life.  In  the  progress  already  achieved 
there  is  abundant  justification  for  these  efforts  and  in  the 
hopes  we  have  begun  to  entertain  there  is  the  required 
stimulus.  We  must  not  hesitate;  we  dare  not  wait: 
for  "Behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time;  behold,  now  is 
the  day  of  salvation." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Langdon  C.  Stewardson. 


DEAN'S  REPORT 
WILLIAM  SMITH  COLLEGE 

To  the  President  and  Trustees  of  Hobart  College: 

Gentlemen : 

The  actual  opening  of  William  Smith  College  preceded 
by  a  few  days  the  Formal  Opening.  The  admission  and 
registration  of  students  began  at  nine  o'clock  on  Monday, 
September  15th,  and  the  first  lecture  was  held  at  ten  on 
Thursday.  Within  a  few  days  twenty-two  women  were 
admitted,  of  whom  ten  are  residents  of  Geneva.  Of  the 
twelve  out-of-town  students,  ten  live  in  Blackwell  House 
at  present  and  two  in  town.  All  the  students  registered 
are  graduates  of  good  preparatory  schools  and  very  few 
have  any  conditions,  the  average  amount  of  work 
offered  for  entrance  being  in  excess  of  the  requirement. 

Since  the  opening  week  our  work  has  proceeded  with- 
out interruption.  Blackwell  House,  as  was  essential, 
was  entirely  ready  at  the  outset,  and  residence  there 
began  on  Monday,  September  14th.  While  Smith  Hall 
was  not  so  far  advanced,  its  class-rooms  were  fully 
furnished  and  the  rest  of  the  building  in  such  shape  that 
lectures  have  gone  on  without  interference.  The  College 
opened  to  its  students  the  following  departments: — 
Biology,  Chemistry,  English,  French  (three  courses), 
German  (three  courses),  Greek,  Latin,  Mathematics  and 
Music  Next  year  additional  branches  and  courses  will 
be  offered  and  the  work  in  Music,  which  this  year  includes 
the  History  of  Music  and  practical  instruction  in  choral 
singing,  will  be  extended. 

The  new  institution,  it  is  clear,  will  be  able  to  provide 
admirably  for  the  collegiate  training  of  women  without 
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considerable  additions  to  the  staff  or  academic  equip- 
ment. Its  needs  for  the  immediate  future  are  a  new 
Dormitory  and  a  Gymnasium.  With  regard  to  the 
former  demand,  assuming  that  Blackwell  House  will 
meet  our  requirements  next  autumn,  we  can  hardly 
expect  any  more  of  it.  It  appears  that  the  new  Dormi- 
tory, contemplated  in  the  original  gift,  must  be  built  and 
furnished  for  use  in  19 10.  The  President  and  Trustees 
will  doubtless  consider  whether  its  erection  ought  not  to 
be  undertaken  this  spring,  in  order  to  ensure  adequate 
time  for  building  and  furnishing,  as  well  as  to  secure  to 
the  young  institution,  before  the  close  of  this  college  year, 
the  distinct  advantage  of  such  an  evidence  of  growth  and 
progress.  A  Gymnasium  is  also  much  to  be  desired. 
Some  provision  for  outdoor  athletics  has  been  made: 
basketball  has  been  installed  and  the  enlargement  of  the 
tennis-court  undertaken.  But  the  demand  for  indoor 
athletics  will  grow  stronger  with  each  year,  and  it  is  very 
much  in  our  interest  to  meet  it  in  any  feasible  way. 

The  only  noteworthy  event  of  our  brief  history  was  the 
observance  of  what  will  probably  be  known  as  Founder's 
Day.  On  December  13th  occurred  the  anniversary  of 
the  signing  of  the  deed  of  gift  which  brought  William 
Smith  College  into  existence.  It  seemed  desirable  to 
commemorate  this  event  in  some  way,  and  accordingly 
on  the  day  following  (the  13th  being  Sunday),  the  resi- 
dents of  Blackwell  House  entertained  their  classmates  at 
dinner.  Every  member  of  the  College  was  present  and 
was  presented  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  spent  the  greater  part 
of  the  evening  with  his  students. 

In  conclusion,  I  gratefully  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
Trustees  our  debt  to  Mrs.  Francis  Albert  Herendeen,  Miss 
Anne   Fitzhugh   Miller  and   Mrs.    Stewardson  for  their 
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indispensable  oversight  of  the  decoration  of  the  walls  of 
Blackwell  House.  To  Miss  Miller  we  owe  also  the  plate- 
glass  windows  which,  displacing  the  old  colored  glass, 
have  given  the  hall  light  and  a  noble  outlook.  Mrs. 
Stewardson  has  also  generously  added  to  the  decoration 
of  the  House,  while  Mr.  Smith  has  again  and  again  shown 
his  interest  by  most  useful  gifts.  That  Blackwell  House, 
however,  has  proved  so  acceptable  a  home  is  due  in  large 
measure  to  the  tact  and  enthusiasm  of  its  Mistress,  Mrs. 
Hussey. 

Finally,  I  ask  leave  to  overstep  the  normal  bounds  of 
this  report  in  order  to  record  my  gratitude  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  class  of  William  Smith  College.  The 
Class  of  19 1 2  have  had  to  learn  self-taught  the  lesson  of 
loyalty  to  their  young  Alma  Mater.  To  the  fact  that 
they  have  learned  that  lesson  so  well  I  owe  much  and 
expect  to  owe  more. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

Milton  Haight  Turk. 

January  14,  1909. 


